[Treatment of an infected focus, considerations and facts on duration of antibiotic therapy].
Contamination does not require postoperative antibiotics, as the infective source is dealt with operatively. In "resectable infections" (appendicitis) a postoperative antimicrobial 24-h course should be administered. We have to grade infections according to their severity. Even established peritonitis does not require postoperative antibiotic administration for more than 5 days. "Severe" infections (infected pancreatic necrosis, peritonitis with planned relaparotomies) require more than 5 days of antibiotic therapy.